FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

to slander CaliSte; and he spoke to me of her, and
of all the good that she did and never told me of,
with so much pleasure and admiration that I was
amply repaid for my complaisance.

That very day Caliste received a letter from the
uncle of her former lover, who was constantly
praying her to visit him in London. I resolved to
pass the time of her absence at my father's; and
we left Bath at the same hour.

" Shall I ever see you again? " she asked. " Is
it certain that I shall ever see you again? "

"Yes," I said; " and as soon as you wish it,
unless I am dead."

We promised each other to write at least twice
a week, and never was promise better kept. Since
we neither of us ever had an experience or a
thought that we should not willingly have shared
with the other our difficulty lay rather in not
writing.

My father might perhaps have greeted me coldly
if he had not been very well satisfied with the
manner in which I had employed my time. He had
received information from others besides myself,
and fortunately he had with him people capable,
in his opinion, of judging me, and whose approval
I gained. They thought that I had acquired some
little knowledge and facility in expressing myself,
and they prophesied for me a success which
flattered a father, already disposed to regard me
with a tender partiality. I made acquaintance with
the paternal mansion, which had only visited for a
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